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	Term
	Definition

	Affixes
	Word parts that are “fixed to” either the beginnings of words (prefixes) or the ending of words (suffixes).  The word disrespectful has two affixes, a prefix (dis-) and a suffix (-ful).

	Base Words
	Words from which many other words are formed.  For example, many words can be formed from the base word migrate: migration, migrant, immigration, migrating, etc.

	Blending
	Combining individual phonemes to form words, combining onsets and rimes to make syllables, and/or combining syllables to make words.  

	Decode


	To analyze graphic symbols to determine their intended meaning.

	Fluency
	The ability to read accurately and smoothly at a rate close to that of speech with appropriate intonation and rhythm.

	Frustration Reading Level
	A readability or grade level of material that is too difficult to be read successfully by a student, even with normal classroom instruction and support.   Although suggested criteria for determining a student’s frustration reading level vary, less than 90% accuracy in word identification and less than 50% comprehension are often used as standards. 

	Grapheme
	The smallest part of the written language that represents a phoneme in the spelling of the word.  A grapheme may be just one letter, such as b, d, f, p or several letters, such as ch, th, ea, -igh.

	Independent Reading Level


	The reading level at which students can read and comprehend text without support from others. A student’s independent reading level is the level at which the student can read with 96-100% accuracy.

	Instructional Reading Level


	The reading ability or grade level of material that is challenging, but not frustrating for the student to read successfully with normal classroom instruction and support.  Although suggested criteria vary, better than 95% word-identification accuracy and better than 75% comprehension are often used as standards in judging whether a student is reading at this level.

	Onset and Rime
	Parts of the spoken language those are smaller than syllables but larger than phonemes.  An onset is the initial consonant(s) sound of a syllable.  For instance, the onset of bag is b-.  A rime is the part of a syllable that contains the vowel and all that follows it.  For example, the rime of bag is -ag.

	Oral Vocabulary 
	The words that we use in speaking or recognize in listening.

	Phoneme 
	The smallest part of the spoken language that makes a difference in the meaning of words.  English has about 41 phonemes.  The word if has two phonemes (/i/ /f/).

	Phoneme Manipulation
	Blending phonemes to make words, segmenting words into phonemes, deleting phonemes from words, adding phonemes to words, and/or substituting one phoneme for another to make a new word.  

	Phonemic Awareness 
	The ability to hear, identify, and manipulate the individual sounds-phonemes-in spoken words. 

	Phonics
	The understanding that there is a predictable relationship between phonemes (the sounds of spoken language) and graphemes (the letters and spellings that represent those sounds in written language).



	Phonological Awareness
	A broad term that includes phonemic awareness.  Phonological awareness activities can also involve work and rhymes, words, syllables, and onsets and rimes.  

	Reading Vocabulary
	The words we recognize or use in print.

	Rime Riche (rem resh’)
	Rhyme using words or parts of words that are pronounced identically but have different meanings, for example, write – right or port – deport.

	Segmenting (Segmentation)
	Breaking words into individual phonemes, breaking words into syllables, and/or breaking syllables into onsets and rimes.  

	Syllable
	A word part that contains a vowel or, in spoken language, a vowel sound (e-vent, news-pa-per, ver-y).

	Text or reading comprehension
	The ability to understand what is read, remember what is read, and communicate with others about what is read.  

	Word roots
	The words from other languages that are the origin of many English words.  About 60% of all English words have Latin or Greek origins.  
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