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Agenda

Thursday | Friday
	Thursday, December 6, 2007 

	7:00 - 8:00 am 
	Continental Breakfast/Registration 
Room: Ballroom Foyer 

	8:00 - 9:30 am 
	Welcome and Overview of Summit Goals/Objectives 
Room: Regency Ballroom
Rich Barbacane, National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP) 

	  
	Opening Remarks 
Zollie Stevenson, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) 
Patty Guard, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) 
Margarita Pinkos, Office of English Language Acquisition (OELA)
George Sugai, University of Connecticut 

	9:30 - 9:45 am 
	Break

	9:45 - 11:30 am 
	Facilitated Team Planning Session #1: Building a Shared Vision
Room: Regency Ballroom 

State team members will focus on building rapport, learning about the varying perspectives that affect RTI implementation, and creating a shared vision of RTI for their State. 

Support for RTI: Collaboration Across TA Centers 
Room: Washington A
Darren Woodruff, Amy Klekotka, and Maury McInerney, National Center on Response to Intervention 
Staff from the new National Center on RTI will meet with other TA Centers to discuss opportunities for collaboration around the goal of supporting States and local districts with RTI implementation. 

Support for RTI: Collaboration Across National Organizations
Room: Washington B 
Joanne Cashman, IDEA Partnership 
Staff from the IDEA Partnership will meet with representatives from national organizations to discuss opportunities for collaboration around the goal of supporting states and local districts with RTI implementation. 

	11:30 am - 12:45 pm
	Lunch 
Independence Center 

	12:45 - 1:00 pm
	Transition to Breakout Sessions 

	1:00 - 2:15 pm
	Round #1 Breakout Sessions 
1. Response to Intervention (RTI): An Overview
Room: Roosevelt/Lincoln
George Batsche, University of South Florida 
Stakeholders have told us that many of their constituents attending the Summit will want an overview of RTI to ground their participation. T his session will address the following aspects of RTI: 

· Rationale for an RTI approach 

· Focus on student outcomes 

· Focus on core instruction 

· Policy foundations for RTI  (and connection with Early Intervening Services in IDEA 2004) 

· Benefits of RTI for general education 

· Benefits of RTI for special education 

· Introduction to tiered interventions, with a focus on universal screening and progress monitoring 

· LD identification   

2. Response to Intervention (RTI): An Overview
Room: Washington A
Daryl Mellard, University of Kansas 
Stakeholders have told us that many of their constituents attending the Summit will want an overview of RTI to ground their participation. T his session will address the following aspects of RTI: 

· Rationale for an RTI approach 

· Focus on student outcomes 

· Focus on core instruction 

· Policy foundations for RTI  (and connection with Early Intervening Services in IDEA 2004) 

· Benefits of RTI for general education 

· Benefits of RTI for special education 

· Introduction to tiered interventions, with a focus on universal screening and progress monitoring 

· LD identification 

3. Implementing RTI in Title I Schools: Key Issues for Decision Makers
Room: Arlington
Susan Wilhelm, Kay Rigling, and Sheila Sjolseth, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
As States, local educational agencies and schools consider implementing RTI strategies to improve student achievement in Title I schools, questions are being raised about how federal, state, and local funds may be used to support this instructional strategy. This interactive session will review key principles of Title I that have major implications for how RTI is implemented in schools operating Title I targeted assistance programs. Participants will be provided the opportunity to identify issues and provide input into areas where additional guidance is needed. 

4. Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) and RTI: Do They Only Have the "I" in Common?
Room: Potomac 1 (back side)
George Sugai, University of Connecticut 
The purpose of this presentation is to describe the similarities and differences between School-wide Positive Behavior Support (SWPBS) and Responsiveness to Intervention (RTI). Conceptual logic, operating features, and supporting evidence will be emphasized. In the end, a case will be made that more similarities than differences exist between SWPBS and RTI. 

5. State Presentation: West Virginia 
Room: Potomac 2
Lynn Boyer, Nancy Cook, Linda Palenchar, and Sue Smith, West Virginia Department of Education 
West Virginia (WV) is proceeding to establish a statewide Response to Intervention system and process across all grades. This is consistent with timelines for implementation, by programmatic level, included in WV’s Board of Education policy and regulations, revised April 2007. The system is grounded in an infrastructure established through two years of pilot schools, extensive coordination of cross-office State Department staff, Regional Education Service Agencies, LEA central office leadership, and field-based project coordinators. The professional development schedule expanded to all elementary schools in WV during summer 2007. An external evaluation coordinated by the Mid South Regional Resource Center during the first pilot year and technical assistance from the National Center on Student Progress Monitoring (NCPSM) have contributed to stability and direction within the project. 

6. State Presentation: Pennsylvania 
Room: Potomac 3 (back side) 
Angela Kirby-Wehr and Colleagues, Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Pennsylvania has established a state level workgroup to provide overall direction in alignment within the standards based system that has been built within the last four years. The State Improvement Grant was used to improve instructional practices in school-wide applications of progress monitoring, reading and behavior. Several pilot elementary sites were established to develop the data collection procedures and intervention protocols. Initial awareness training materials, statewide training with the 29 regional service agencies, and beginning secondary school implementation has been provided by the state team. A subcommittee is working on guidelines for specific learning disability (SLD) eligibility determination with active participation from LDA and PTI. 

7. RTI Goes to Pre-K: Adaptations of RTI for Early Childhood 
Room: Potomac 4
Virginia Buysse, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
This session will (1) describe existing policies and tiered approaches in early childhood that are congruent with an RTI framework, (2) present six key issues related to implementing RTI in early education programs that enroll 3-5 year-olds, (3) provide a conceptual framework for an early childhood model of RTI called Recognition and Response, and (4) identify future research directions for developing tiered interventions linked to screening and progress monitoring measures.

8. Using RTI with Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students to Address Disproportionate Representation
Room: Potomac 5 (back side)
Janette Klingner, University of Colorado, Boulder 
More and more schools are implementing Response to Intervention (RTI) models. Yet, one size does not fit all. In this session, the presenter will discuss the challenges practitioners face as they implement RTI with English Language Learners (ELLs) and other culturally and linguistically diverse learners. The presenter will suggest how to implement RTI in feasible, effective ways to meet the needs of all learners, including ELLs and help reduce the disproportionate representation of culturally and linguistically diverse students in special education. 

9. Student Assessment, RTI, and Adequate Yearly Progress
Room: Potomac 6
Lynn Fuchs, Vanderbilt University and Margarita Calderon, Johns Hopkins University 
This session focuses on the importance of using data from student assessments to make instructional decisions. Strategies for screening and progress monitoring within an RTI framework and implications for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) will be discussed. Techniques for assessing oral language and literacy of English Language Learners (ELLSs), low-literacy English speakers, and students with interrupted formal education will also be presented.

10. Planning for the Implementation of Response to Intervention
Room: Washington B 
Frances Wallace, University of South Florida 
This session will be useful to States just beginning to plan for RTI with a discussion of the stages of implementation that describe implementation preparation strategies and activities, the development and role of an implementation/oversight team, and alignment of activities at multiple levels (local, State, etc.) to initiate and manage change.  

	2:15 - 2:30 pm
	Transition to Breakout Sessions 

	2:30 - 3:45 pm
	Round #2 Breakout Sessions 
1. Response to Intervention (RTI): An Overview 
Room: Roosevelt/Lincoln 
Sharon Vaughn, University of Texas, Austin 
Stakeholders have told us that many of their constituents attending the Summit will want an overview of RTI to ground their participation. T his session will address the following aspects of RTI: 

· Rationale for an RTI approach 

· Focus on student outcomes 

· Focus on core instruction 

· Policy foundations for RTI  (and connection with Early Intervening Services (EIS) in IDEA 2004) 

· Benefits of RTI for general education 

· Benefits of RTI for special education 

· Introduction to tiered interventions, with a focus on universal screening and progress monitoring 

· LD identification 

 2. Implementing RTI in Title I Schools: Key Issues for Decision Makers
Room: Arlington 
Susan Wilhelm, Kay Rigling, and Sheila Sjolseth, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
As States, local educational agencies and schools consider implementing RTI strategies to improve student achievement in Title I schools, questions are being raised about how federal, State, and local funds may be used to support this instructional strategy. This interactive session will review key principles of Title I that have major implications for how RTI is implemented in schools operating Title I targeted assistance programs. Participants will be provided the opportunity to identify issues and provide input into areas where additional guidance is needed. 

3. How RTI Can Serve English Language Learners 
Room: Potomac 1 (back side)
Alba Ortiz and Sylvia Linan-Thompson, University of Texas, Austin 
The proper identification, placement, instruction and assessment of English Language Learners (ELLs) can be an intimidating challenge to school officials. This session will define the elements of school climate, teacher attitudes and the academic expectations needed for ELLs to succeed within any education framework, and will describe the characteristics of an RTI Tier I content classroom that are responsive to the specific academic language and literacy development requirements of ELLs. 

 4. State Presentation: Virginia 
Room: Potomac 2 
Doug Cox and Mark Allan, Virginia Department of Education 
Virginia has adopted a strategic approach to rolling out and scaling-up RTI. This session is an overview of the process that has been used and a description of the current status of Virginia's RTI initiative. 

5. Reflecting on RTI Implementation: Lessons Learned in States and Local Districts 
Room: Potomac 3 (back side) 
Ed Shapiro, Lehigh University 
Although broad-based awareness of RTI is relatively new, some states and local districts have a long history with this approach. This session is designed as a facilitated dialogue among decision makers and implementers who have been engaged in RTI implementation for three years or longer. Topics include:  

· Approaches at the early elementary, later elementary, and middle grades 

· Applications to reading, math, and behavior 

· Successes and challenges in school-wide change 

6. Teaching All Children to Read: Reading First and Response to Intervention 
Room: Potomac 4 
Stuart Greenberg, Florida State University
This session will review each of the major components of Reading First and its alignment to response to intervention (RTI). This session will be useful to States as they to plan for RTI in that they can build upon the successes of Reading First. A review of data from Reading First will be shared along with a discussion of next steps. 

7. Stakeholder Strength:  The Key to Building Teams that Work in Supporting RTI
Room: Potomac 5 (back side) 
Rich Barbacane, NAESP and Representatives from National Education Organizations
Response to Intervention is not a program. RTI includes several key components that may vary in their implementation. The implementation of RTI can be shared by a number of stakeholders, at the building level, with differing, but valuable, skills and expertise. In this session, participants will learn how various practitioner and family groups can add value and power to a building team to support RTI implementation. 

8. RTI and LD Identification:  The Evolving Picture 
Room: Potomac 6
Donald Deshler, University of Kansas
The purpose of this session is to: (1) frame some of the key issues surrounding the potential use of RTI as a tool in order to successfully identify students with a learning disability, (2) describe varying strategies of how RTI is being used in the LD identification process, and (3) identify some of the support conditions that must be present to enable successful implementation of an RTI model for identifying students with a learning disability. Ample opportunity for audience participation will be provided. 

9. Response to Intervention (RTI): Beyond the Basics 
Room: Washington A
Douglas Fuchs, Vanderbilt University or George Batsche, University of South Florida 
This session expands on the topics covered in the ‘overview’ session with a discussion of the “what, who, and how” of RTI implementation. Using both presentation and interaction, this session will focus on: 

· Interventions delivered in a tiered model, with a focus on the tiers 

· Instructional strategies in the tiers 

· Decision-making in the tiers 

· Scaling up 

· Basic concepts in examining data 

10. Planning for the Implementation of Response to Intervention 
Room: Washington B
Frances Wallace, University of South Florida 
This session will be useful to States just beginning to plan for RTI with a discussion of the stages of implementation that describe implementation preparation strategies and activities, the development and role of an implementation/oversight team, and alignment of activities at multiple levels (local, State, etc.) to initiate and manage change.  

	3:45 - 4:00 pm
	Transition to Team Planning Session #2 

	4:00 - 5:30 pm
	Facilitated Team Planning Session #2: Assessing and Extending Capacity
Room: Regency Ballroom 

Through self-assessment and resource sharing, team members will focus on the elements important to a State’s capacity to implement, sustain, and continuously improve RTI in their districts and schools. 

Leveraging Resources Session: RTI Summit TA Follow-up
Room: Washington A 
Debra Price-Ellingstad and Corinne Weidenthal, Office of Special Education Programs 
This session will involve an informal discussion to solicit input from TA providers to inform the agenda for the February 2008 Leveraging Resources Conference. 

RTI Summit Follow-up with National Organizations and their State Affiliates 
Room: Washington B
Joanne Cashman, IDEA Partnership 
This session will involve an informal discussion about strategies for utilizing national and State networks to address Summit follow-up activities. 

	5:30 pm 
	Break 

	6:00 - 8:00 pm
	Reception
Room: Independence Center 

	Friday, December 7, 2007 

	7:00 - 8:00 am 
	Registration/Continental Breakfast 
Room: Ballroom Foyer 

	8:00 - 8:15 am 
	Welcome and Overview of Day 2 Goals/Objectives 
Room: Regency Ballroom
Rich Barbacane, NAESP 

	8:15 - 9:00 am 
	Keynote Address 
Room: Regency Ballroom
Mike Johnson, Ohio AASA 
Gail Connelly, NAESP 

	9:00 - 9:30 am 
	Break and Transition to Breakout Sessions 

	9:30 - 10:45 am 
	Round #3 Breakout Sessions 
1. Planning for the Implementation of Response to Intervention
Room: Roosevelt/Lincoln 
Frances Wallace, University of South Florida 
This session will be useful to states just beginning to plan for RTI with a discussion of the stages of implementation that describe implementation preparation strategies and activities, the development and role of an implementation/oversight team, and alignment of activities at multiple levels (local, state, etc) to initiate and manage change.  

2. Implementing RTI in Title I Schools: Key Issues for Decision Makers
Room: Arlington 
Susan Wilhelm, Kay Rigling, and Sheila Sjolseth, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
As States, local educational agencies and schools consider implementing RTI strategies to improve student achievement in Title I schools, questions are being raised about how federal, State, and local funds may be used to support this instructional strategy. This interactive session will review key principles of Title I that have major implications for how RTI is implemented in schools operating Title I targeted assistance programs. Participants will be provided the opportunity to identify issues and provide input into areas where additional guidance is needed. 

3. How Should Families Be Involved in RTI? 
Room: Potomac 1 (back side)
Connie Hawkins, Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center and Larry Fuller, Parents Reaching Out 
The involvement of families is an important factor in the successful implementation of RTI practices.  This session will describe what parents need to know about RTI, provide questions for families and information and communication strategies for parents and school personnel. This interactive session will include opportunities for dialogue and discussion.

4. Title I:  A Critical Partner in RTI Implementation 
Room: Potomac 2
Richard Long and Colleagues, National Association of State Title I Directors (NASTID) 
In almost every model for RTI implementation, Title I plays a prominent role. Yet, much remains to be articulated about the conceptual and programmatic linkages that seem to be so aligned.  In an effort to ground the dialogue, the National Association of Title I Directors (NASTID) conducted a survey of their members. NASTID wanted to identify the ways Title I is currently participating in RTI efforts at the state and local levels. As well, they wanted to understand the forces that are driving and/or restraining the full participation of Title I in implementing RTI. In this session, these findings will be reported and participants will be invited to share their insights and recommendations for future action. 

5. State Presentation: New York 
Room: Potomac 3 (back side)
Pat Geary and Colleagues, New York State Education Department 
New York State (NYS) is promoting the implementation of Response-to-Intervention programs statewide in its school districts through (1) a comprehensive regulatory/policy framework, (2) building the foundation of strong instructional programs in literacy and behavior in its schools, and (3) providing grants and technical assistance for implementation. The work is guided by a work group of stakeholders and experts in the areas of literacy and RTI. While there are many schools in NYS initiating and implementing RTI programs through their own initiatives, the State Education Department will be providing program development grants to approximately 10-15 school districts and establishing a State RTI technical assistance center (TAC). The role of the State RTI TAC will include coordination with the National Center for RTI, assisting schools in program development, and evaluation of the effectiveness of the RTI programs implemented by grant-funded schools. 

6. State Presentation: Michigan 
Room: Potomac 4
Beth Steenwyk and Jacquelyn Thompson, Michigan Department of Education 
Michigan 's Integrated Behavior and Learning Support Initiative (MiBLSi)  is a systems approach to reading and discipline that emphasizes prevention, instruction, and data-based decision-making to reduce problem behavior and improve academic performance. MiBLSi assists school leadership teams to create a culture of success for all by designing school-wide intervention systems. Specific student/building data are the basis for all planning decisions, and a three-tiered intervention process is used to reach all students at their individual level of need. The program is research-based, data-driven, and combines the best of scientifically-based practices in literacy and behavior interventions. The success of this initiative is predicated upon fidelity of the implementation of research-based intervention strategies in both areas. The evidence of success is notable with data showing significant improvements in student outcomes and tremendous growth in over 250 schools in the four years the project has been implemented, with a scale-up goal to be in over 900 schools in five years. 

7. RTI and Secondary Education:  What are the Implications? 
Room: Potomac 5 (back side)
Donald Deshler, University of Kansas, and Joseph Kovaleski, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
Although most RTI initiatives to date have been focused at the elementary level, surely the approach will have an impact on the secondary system as students move through the grades.  In this session, participants will share their insights in a facilitated dialogue.  Together, they will pursue key features and critical issues that will shape the development of RTI at the secondary level. 

8. Bridging Problem Solving and Standard Treatment Protocol Approaches to RTI:  A Dialogue with the Field
Room: Potomac 6
Ed Shapiro, Lehigh University
As the RTI approach gains support, implementers often talk about adopting either a problem solving or a standard treatment protocol approach.  Is there a bridge between the two?  This session is designed as a facilitated interaction among experienced practitioners to articulate the connections.  Topics include:   

· Definitions and terminology 

· Comprehensive vs. focused approaches to standard protocols 

· Group vs. individualized problem solving models 

· Varied approaches in tiers 2 and 3 

· Resource allocation 

9. Response to Intervention (RTI): Beyond the Basics 
Room: Washington A 
George Batsche, University of South Florida 
This session expands on the topics covered in the ‘overview’ session with a discussion of the “what, who, and how” of RTI implementation. Using both presentation and interaction, this session will focus on: 

· Interventions delivered in a tiered model, with a focus on the tiers 

· Instructional strategies in the tiers 

· Decision-making including problem-solving 

· Scaling up 

· Basic concepts in examining data 

10. Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening Services: Making it work for you
Room: Washington B 
Pat Hozella, Pennsylvania Department of Education, Sara Menlove, Ruth Ryder, and Perry Williams, Office of Special Education Programs 
This session will provide an overview on the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA) for comprehensive coordinated early intervening services (CCEIS).  IDEA allows for a school district to use up to 15% of its Federal special education funding to provide comprehensive coordinated early intervening services to students who are not currently receiving special education, but who need additional academic and behavioral supports to succeed in a general education environment. These funds can be used, with some limitations, to support the implementation of a school-wide initiative such as RTI. In addition, a State must require any LEA identified as having significant disproportionality to reserve the maximum 15% to implement CCEIS.  In this session, we will discuss these requirements and the implications they may have for implementing RTI in a State.  

	10:45 - 11:15 am 
	Break and Transition to Team Planning Session #3 

	11:15 am - 12:30 pm 
	Facilitated Team Planning Session #3: Developing and Enhancing RTI Action Plans 
Rom: Regency Ballroom 

Teams will identify actionable goals and plans to be accomplished after the Summit. State plans can serve as the foundation for future support rendered by national and regional technical assistance providers .

Combined TA Provider & Stakeholder’s Session 
Room: Washington A
Darren Woodruff, RTI Center and Joanne Cashman, IDEA Partnership 
Working across States and organizations is exciting, but can be a challenge. In this session, TA providers will be able to hear from stakeholders as they offer suggestions and enumerate opportunities to advance shared work in support of RTI. 

	12:30 - 1:30 pm 
	Working Lunch for State Teams 
Room: Regency Ballroom 

	1:30 - 2:30 pm 
	Summit Wrap-up and Next Steps
Room: Regency Ballroom
Rich Barbacane, NAESP 
RTI Center Staff, American Institutes for Research (AIR)
Billy Cannaday, Virginia Department of Education 
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